
This major volume of studies of Axel Hägerström (1868–1939) presents 
contributions by leading international scholars to a 2011 symposium on the 
only Swedish philosopher of international significance for social thought. Axel 
Hägerström, in contrast to his contemporaries, rejected the reality of values, 
and then applied this rejection by reinterpreting legal theory. His influence was 
enormous for the school of “Scandinavian legal realism” which includes Gunnar 
Myrdal, Karl Olivecrona and Alf Ross, and had a formative influence upon Swedish 
political culture, and Scandinavian social science.
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